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President’s Jotttings 

Greetings Fellow shedders 

The pall of the Covid 19 pandemic continues to inhibit our work.  We await the opportunity to 

recommence our programs.  Now that most Sheds have recommenced their operations it 

continues to impress how they have fashioned their activities to cater for the Shedders 

wellbeing in compliance with the health directions built around an environmental and 

community consciousness. 

The QMSA Management Committee is currently considering the format for this year’s AGM.  

We are targeting October for the meeting and it will almost certainly will be a computer 

generated virtual meeting.  In the near future financial Sheds will be advised of the detail 

including the invitation to nominate and the protocols and procedures.  This year two (2) 

executive positions become vacant, they are Vice President and Treasurer.  We will actively 

pursue nominations for the nine (9) Zone Representative positions. These positions are vital 

to the efficient organisation and running of the Association.  We have been fortunate in gaining 

some financial support through the Commonwealth Government’s Volunteers Grant.  This will 

assist in partially offsetting travel fuel costs. If Shedders are unable to nominate for their Zone 

Representative position, we would welcome those prepared to liaise and work with Sheds in 

their own immediate vicinity as Zone Associates. 

During recent weeks, the executive and management committee members have met with the 

principal political parties to gain the support of our State members and party organisation 

leadership groups to seek to work in partnership in programs to advance the Shed movement 

and related health and community groups. 

My kindest regards to all and keep safe. 

John Greatrex 
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THE QMSA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ACKNOWLEDGE THE ONGOING SUPPORT 

PROVIDED TO THE QUEENSLAND MEN’S SHED MOVEMENT BY TERRY EDWARDS (DIRECTOR) 

AND GLENN JACKSON (MANAGER) REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASPLEY FIRM OF 

DLA Partners: Accountants & Advisors, Brisbane 

https://www.dlapartners.com.au/ 

 

 
 

  

 

 

                                         

             

Editor’s note: If you enjoy reading this copy of the QMSA newsletter and your Shed does not appear herein, look 

around at your Shed activities and take a few general photos these then could be used in an article. It seems that 

starting the article is part of any writing block. Whereas having the photos already taken, words can start to flow. 
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460 JOBS: Men’s Shed part of million-dollar 

funding  Subject: Extract from Warwick Daily News 4 August 2020 

 

  

 

TESSA FLEMMING WARWICK DAILY NEWS 

4th Aug 2020 1:11 PM 

  

FOR the eager members of the Warwick 

Men’s Shed and Warwick Woodcrafters today’s opening of joint new sheds, worth 

$774,789, is a finish line three years in the making. 

As Southern Downs Mayor Vic Pennisi unveiled the two new sheds at Theo Cantor Park with Minister Local 

Government, Racing and Multicultural Affairs Stirling Hinchliffe, he reminisced on a project that had begun 

over “four councils ago”. 

“This Minister, was a result of many years’ work,” Cr Pennisi said. 

The two sheds will now be able to hold more members and improve the safety measures for both clubs. 

Of course, most importantly, the new buildings would ensure the survival of the clubs’ core mental health 

message, according to Warwick Men’s Shed secretary Ian Stevens. 

“The shed’s purpose built for the men’s shed operation and we’re pretty happy about it,” he said. 

“It’s for guys who are here to have an outlet. They come off farms, are ex-tradesmen and this gives them 

somewhere to go to sit down and watch what’s going on, have a cup of tea and have a chat to others. 

Cr Marco Gliori also testified to the importance of the Warwick Men’s Shed in creating a community. 

“Welfare is your greatest contributions, the fact that you include everybody and you promote mateship,” he 

said. 

“Mateship, more than anything, is what you do here at the Men’s Shed.” 

Men’s Club president Roy May said the new space 

would also allow the group to keep giving back to the 

community. 

“When we first started, we came through drought. We 

raised something like $14,000 for drought assistance 

and then we changed our outlook to the youth and 

community,” Mr May said. 

“We now support junior soccer clubs, junior rugby clubs, 

junior swimming clubs. The facility will help us continue that work for youth and the Warwick community.” 

The opening was made possible, thanks to joint funding from SDRC and the State Government’s Works for 

Queensland grants — a funding project that has delivered 11.7 million dollars to the Southern Downs region 

and provided 460 jobs over four rounds. 

https://www.warwickdailynews.com.au/profile/TessaFlemming/
https://www.warwickdailynews.com.au/news/mens-shed-gets-help-to-beat-the-black-dog/3752309/
https://www.warwickdailynews.com.au/news/mens-shed-gets-help-to-beat-the-black-dog/3752309/
https://www.warwickdailynews.com.au/news/warwick-men-encouraged-to-do-an-oil-change-on-them/4038602/
https://www.warwickdailynews.com.au/news/former-glory-restored-at-station-with-help-from-cr/3804752/
https://www.warwickdailynews.com.au/news/former-glory-restored-at-station-with-help-from-cr/3804752/
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Mr Hinchliffe said the opening was something the region should inspire to, in light of ongoing COVID-19 

obstacles. 

“In a context where the whole of society, in fact the globe, is dealing with issues challenging us at the 

moment, it’s even more important that we have symbols of hope, symbols of aspiration, and symbols of 

working together to build a better community and that’s what these facilities represent,” he said 

  

Wearing a mask will protect human liberties, not infringe upon them 
 

The President of the Australian Human Rights Commission, Emeritus Professor Rosalind Croucher AM, has 

written in the Commission’s August Newsletter - "We have heard the words human rights quite a lot in 

recent weeks, in varied and sometimes inaccurate settings. Measures to protect our health and safety 

must be balanced with our rights and freedoms, but if there was ever a time to articulate where that 

line is, it would be now. Which is why last week, I wrote an opinion piece on the topic".  Here is the 

text of Professor Croucher’s article   

There’s been a lot of talk, anger and resistance to the changes of our rights and freedoms as Australia deals 

with the COVID-19 pandemic. In some way or another, each and every one of us has encountered restrictions 

– on our freedom of movement, the right to peaceful protest, the ability to engage in public areas without 

wearing masks and the requirement to provide personal information for the purpose of contact tracing.   

Australians for the most part have been willing to "do the right thing", guided by public health advice from 

federal, state and territory governments. Some have not. Some have acted through a sense of invulnerability, 

ignorance or simple stupidity.  

Others have spoken about their rights. Some have even invoked the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

or other international human rights instruments in their refusal to follow public health directives.  

Government measures in the interests of protecting the health of the entire community have sparked a range 

of conversations about our rights. And for the most part, I welcome these discussions. But there are some in 

our community who could benefit from a deeper understanding of our rights in general and about human 

rights in particular – and especially about what rights are protected, or not, under Australian law. 

As president of the Australian Human Rights Commission, it seems to me this is a good time to clarify a few 

things.  

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted in 1948, as a consequence of the atrocities of World 

War II. This was followed two decades later by two other major components of what is known as the 

International Bill of Rights — comprising of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  

Australia is a founding signatory to all these instruments. However, little has been done to enact the rights 

and freedoms protected by these instruments into Australian law. This means the rights and freedoms 

enshrined in these international human rights instruments are not directly enforceable in our justice system.  

So there is much to be done in Australia in terms of translating these great commitments into Australian laws 

– hence the increasing discussion about the need for an Australian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  

But even if there were direct laws about rights, it doesn’t mean that everything is a right; nor does it mean 

that rights are unqualified. And all human rights come with the corresponding responsibility to respect the 

rights of others.  

Rights such as freedom of movement and freedom of association are the kinds of rights that may be limited 

https://humanrights.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f64cd1da1ba6a894b8d5ee6df&id=0b2c1a555d&e=f646550de6
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by clear laws, especially when it comes to issues of public health in responding to a serious threat to the 

health of the population or individual members of the population and the measures are aimed at addressing 

that threat.  

Restricting these rights, such as not authorising the Black Lives Matter rally on Tuesday, should not be done 

lightly. Restrictions must be necessary to protect public health, with no other less restrictive alternatives being 

available.  

However, wearing a mask as a public health measure is a legitimate requirement when framed in that context. 

It is a minimal intrusion on our rights and freedoms. In fact, wearing a mask is the very thing that will protect 

our rights and freedoms – especially our rights to life and health, and to avoid another widespread lockdown 

that restricts our movements and activities even further.  

We must protect ourselves and be mindful of others in our community who are more vulnerable to the lethal 

reach of the COVID-19 Pandemic. It is about the rights of everyone; "all members of the human family" and 

"in a spirit of brotherhood", as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights expresses it.  

 

The bible according to children 

Kids were asked questions about the old and new testaments. The following 25 statements about the bible were written 
by children. They have not been retouched or corrected, incorrect spelling has been left in. 

1. In the first book of the bible, Guinness, God got tired of creating the world so he took the Sabbath off. 

2. Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was Joan of ark. Noah built an ark and the animals came on 
in pears. 

3. Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt during the day, but a ball of fire during the night. 

4. The Jews were a proud people and throughout history they had trouble with unsympathetic genitals. 

5. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led astray by a Jezebel like Delilah. 

6. Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the apostles. 

7. Moses led the Jews to the Red Sea where they made unleavened bread, which is bread without any ingredients. 

8. The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. Afterwards, Moses went up to mount cyanide to get the ten 
commandments. 

9. The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple. 

10. The seventh commandment is thou shalt not admit adultery. 

11. Moses died before he ever reached Canada then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of geritol. 

12. The greatest miricle in the bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him. 

13. David was a Hebrew king who was skilled at playing the liar. He fought the Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in 
biblical times. 

14. Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 

15. When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the magna carta. 

16. When the three wise guys from the east side arrived they found Jesus in the manager. 

17. Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption. 
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18. St. John the blacksmith dumped water on his head. 

19. Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says to do unto others before they do one to you. He also explained a man 
doth not live by sweat alone. 

20. It was a miricle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get the tombstone off the entrance. 

21. The people who followed the lord were called the 12 decibels. 

22. The epistels were the wives of the apostles. 

23. One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan. 

24. St. Paul cavorted to christianity, he preached holy acrimony, which is another name for marraige. 

25. Christians have only one spouse. This is called monotony. 

 
Burpengary Shed: Mower Racing 

   

President Rodney Hanson and  those live wires at Burpengary Shed  have adapted the humble ride-on-

mower to an F1 sporting vehicle. 

They race them at Lakeside Raceway and you'll see from the photographs there is a handsome trophy to 

be won ...  There is a growing contingent of participants and no doubt some motor work underway to get 

that extra advantage ... .  

Their next outing is on September 16 ...   
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Northern Gomeroi Men's Shed Boggabilla receives federal 
government funding to purchase safety equipment and tools  

xtract from Goondiwindi Argus JULY 28 2020 - 3:45PM 

Member for Parkes Mark Coulton has 

announced more than $30,000 in Federal 

Government funding has been awarded to 

Mens Sheds in the Parkes electorate, including 

the newly-established Northern Gomeroi Men's 

Shed at Boggabilla. Photo: supplied 

The newly-established Northern Gomeroi 
Men's Shed at Boggabilla will be able to 
purchase much-needed safety equipment and 
tools to help get them started, thanks to funding 
from the federal government. 

The Boggabilla Men's Shed, which only started late last year, is set to receive a total of $7200 which will be 
used to purchase a first aid kit, snake bite kit, eye wash, chemical storage, safety glasses and goggles, ear 
muffs and safety signage, as well as hand held tools, garden equipment, battery power tools and a welder. 

The new equipment will be very welcome, Northern Gomeroi chairperson Chris McGrady said. 

"We're fresh starting off, so we need every support we can get," he said. 

"I know it'll be ideal for the Boggabilla, Goondiwindi and Toomelah community, giving people activities to do 
so they don't do things they shouldn't. 

"It'll also be a space where men can come and talk and have a yarn." 

Last month, the Northern Gomeroi Men's Shed received a $1200 financial assistance grant from Moree 
Plains Shire Council to host a community barbecue to celebrate the opening of the Men's Shed at 
Boggabilla. 
  
Although the opening has been pushed back as a result of COVID-19, Mr McGrady said it will happen 
eventually, and when it does, he encourages everyone to come along and have a look at what they're 
doing. 

So far there are about 15 members of the Men's Shed, but there's lots of interest from others. 

The latest funding is part of the latest round of the federal government's National Shed Development 
Programme. 

Federal Member for Parkes Mark Coulton said the grants range from $3000 through to $8000 and will be 
used by the Men's Sheds to buy tools and equipment and fund shed improvements. 

"I've long been a proud supporter of the Men's Shed movement because sheds play a vital role supporting 
the health and wellbeing of men in my electorate," Mr Coulton said. 

"In many parts of the bush, local Men's Sheds are fast becoming one of the most important groups - one 
where members make important social connections and serve their community. 

"That's why I'm thrilled that five new grants will better support Men's Sheds in Cobar, Gilgandra, Lightning 
Ridge, Boggabilla and Warren. 

"Now more than ever, Men's Sheds offer men a critical avenue for social support and engagement." 

https://www.moreechampion.com.au/story/6803637/community-groups-benefit-from-council-funding/
https://www.moreechampion.com.au/story/6803637/community-groups-benefit-from-council-funding/
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More than 6000 men across Australia are expected to benefit from the programme, with 121 Men's Sheds 
receiving funding under the latest round. 

The government has been supporting Men's Shed since 2013 through the National Shed Development 
programme. Two grant rounds are available every year - for more information, 
visit www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/national-shed-development-programme-nsdp 
 
 

 
     

   
 

     

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/national-shed-development-programme-nsdp__;!!LBk0ZmAmG_H4m2o!7RevpabOO2SPaDA4LWy4n3bBcPCMa3GeY5belYpVN9sr-U-2MLx0nTtA0Esrn0RWfDSDlaM54A$
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“Shed Chatter” from Boonah Activity Shed Inc. 

Have you ever tried screwing threads on timber? 

 As an ‘Old Plumber’, well fairly old, I thought that screwing a thread on a piece of timber was far from 

a practical thing to do, that was, until about twelve years ago when I stumbled on an internet site which 

showed that it not only was practical, but a fun thing to do, and it creates plenty of interest and 

conversation. 

 Reading through the information on the Web, it became quite clear that making a timber “bolt” was not 

out of the question. So I spent a few hundred dollars and bought a “Beall Tool Company” Threading 

Kit, from America. 

Well that was the start of an interesting addition to my woodworking hobby, as I found myself not just 

screwing threads, but making the nuts and bolts to suit. Making “eye-bolts” and even “U” bolts is not 

rocket science, however to make the “U” bolt does require some patience and careful ‘gluing-up’.  

 At a monthly Market, people would see the bolts, pick them up, screw them around, and ask how 

the …….. it was done. I still think some people didn’t believe my explanation, but you get that! 

The kit I bought threads from 5/8” to 1 ½” diameter hardwood dowel, however I believe smaller more 

economical kits are available. The kit also comes with “taps” for threading the nuts, which is also so 

simple, when you see it, as it is basically the same principle as threading steel rod. 

My ‘set – up’ uses a Trimmer to drive the router bit which 

creates the thread, and I find Crows Ash or Blackbutt 

timber best.  

In case you’re wondering, no, I do not have shares in the 

Beall Tool Company. I had the pleasure of visiting the 

Company, and speaking with Mr. Beall on a trip to the 

U.S.A. a few years ago. While I found ‘threading timber’ 

to be fun, one aught not be in a hurry to make serious 

dollars from the tool, and using it as a hobby is likely the 

way to go. 

Some people bought the nuts and bolts as an aid to 

recovering from various operations, as it was used as a 

form of therapy. Kids also find the larger (safer) sizes fun 

to play with. 

That’s it from the Boonah Activity Shed for the time being. We are keeping ourselves fairly busy with 

various smaller projects. Mondays and Fridays we’re open, other times by appointment, smoko at 

10am! 

Regards, Ross Gilbert.      Ph (07) 5463 4110 
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 Beenleigh District Men’s Shed 
 

Hi, this is the Beenleigh District Men’s Shed. We are located on Plantation Road, Beenleigh, and 

established in March 2016. Our first workshop was at the Beenleigh State High School. The site we now 

occupy is a building located in the old Beenleigh Logan City Council depot on Plantation Road, we are 

thankful to the council which allows us to use the site at a minimal cost.  

As with most sheds many of our members are old tradies, together with home handy men and blokes 

looking to connect with people with similar interests. Like all Shed’s we do not specify any particular skills 

since all are welcome even if only for a yarn. 

Covid-19 has had serious ramifications for our members and Shed operations, given the vulnerability of the 

Shed demographic to the Pandemic particularly with respect to those members with underlying health 

issues. 

    

Our Shed has implemented an ID card sign in system that each member 

uses to register their time on site, it saves their details and temperature to a memory card so that any 

contact tracing is available to the health department if required. The system has been produced by one of 

our members interested in electronics. 

The shed also provides access to computers and the web for members, not 

that many of them use it they are more interested in getting their hands dirty, 

although access to the web for finding info on projects they are working on or 

wishing to start is helpful. 

 

 

  A new innovation just introduced is a Card Pay Wave system The device 

called the SQUARE allows members pay for morning tea, a beer and 

purchase materials for projects also to be used off site for fund raising 

events. To use the device all that is needed is a compatible smart phone.  
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The Shed has a general wood working shop, metal shop and push bike shop. All are kept busy with 

projects for commercial, community and the general public with the funds raised all contributing to the Shed 

operating costs. 

Our web page can be found at HTTPS://www.beenleighdistrictmensshed.org it shows our location and 

facilities on site.       

Our best regards to all our fellow shedder’s out there and best wishes from the Beenleigh District Men’s 

Shed (BDMS). 

Greg Pobar- Secretary 

 

                                Inspiration to us all 
When formal retirement doesn’t 

really mean putting aside your 

career:  

QUOTE FROM HAROLD, an 82 

year old pensioner 

I've often been asked, 'What do you 

old folks do now that you're 

retired?'  

Well...I'm fortunate to have a 

chemical engineering background 

and one of the things I enjoy most 

is: converting beer, wine and whisky 

into urine. I do it everyday and I 

really enjoy it.  It keeps me busy. 

 

Harold should be an inspiration to us all. 

 

https://www.beenleighdistrictmensshed.org/
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BRAD GIBSON’S LOCKDOWN (Brad is a Mt Gravatt Men’s Shed & a Warwick SDSR member) 

 
  Wayne Hansen, one of our newer members, suggested I write an article on what I have been doing during 
the lockdown for the Shed Newsletter, so here it is. 
  As some of you know, I am a volunteer at the SDSR, (Southern Downs Steam Railway). It is a heritage 
railway based at Warwick, starting in the 1990s as a static display and graduating into an operating railway 
about 2010. The full history can be found on the website. 
  When the COVID restrictions were first implemented and everything was shut down, I was in a quandary 
as to what I was going to do. I looked around home to see what odd jobs needed doing, made a mental 
note, then I sat down and watched Foxtel and YouTube. Well, that lasted for a week. Luckily, SDSR was 
designated as a workplace and could have up to 10 people on site so I have been going there every week 
as normal. All those odd jobs around home are still waiting to be done. 
  What do I do at SDSR? Whatever needs to be done. Splitting wood for the steam engine, oiling, 
greasing, cleaning, watering and coaling to name a few. Our trains trips are cancelled until September so 
there is been time to do all sorts of other jobs around the precinct, inspections of the rolling stock, replacing 
sleepers, fabricating tool cupboards, (no prizes for guessing who is the unofficial storeman), general clean-
up of the grounds, chasing pigeons out of the sheds, just the usual sorts of jobs. 
  The picture shows the SDSR precinct, (RHS of the fence), 
with all our rolling stock. The cattle wagons to the left are 
owned by a private company. You can see the precinct is fairly 
clean and tidy. The roundhouse is in the far distance behind 
the water tank. 
  The next picture shows carriage BL573 in the roundhouse 
for an inspection. There is a pit under the wagon allowing for 
ease of access to the underside. Everything is inspected - 
cotter pins, split pins, linkage rods, brake gear etc. The brake 
cylinder and triple valve are disassembled, checked, cleaned, 
regreased and reassembled. Sounds easy but the nuts, bolts 
and pins of the running gear are covered in grease and dirt 
and some are rusted so tight they need a little persuasion. 
Once everything is checked and adjusted correctly, the brake 
operation is tested and the wagon is done. It takes about 2-3 
hours for each wagon. 
  The carriage in the picture had loose bolts on the buffers and 
broken brake pipes. This particular wagon was sitting in a paddock at Mt Alford for a number of years but it 
had roller bearings on the bogies so it and BL572 were purchased from the owner. The carriages were very 
dilapidated and our carriage workers have done a great job getting BL573 to its current condition. They 
have stripped it down and replaced most of it with restored pieces scrounged from other wagons. They 
have had to do this without spending any money as no train trips means there is no income. As you can see 
there is still quite a bit left to do. It may take another year or two to finish. BL572 is in a poorer state and will 
be used for spare parts. DH45, on the right of the picture, was also owned privately, (different 
owner), and a grant from the council enabled us to buy the loco and paint it. The result is a very smart 
looking machine.tthe picture doesn’t do it justice. 
  Our working steam engine, 971, a 4-8-0 C17 for the train buffs, 
was restored in 2010 and has been in constant use since then, 
apart from when some major repairs were required a few years ago 
when the LHS main drive pin sheared off. Now, It is in good 
working condition only we can’t go anywhere! 
  As we have had some issues with the engine, it was decided to 
acquire another engine so one can be refurbished while the other is 
working. Another engine, 812, was found in storage at Pinkenba. It 
is privately owned, by the same owner of BL573, and after 
protracted negotiations, we were going to supply the labour and the 
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owner the funds to restore it. We stripped it down in preparation and 
that is as far as the restoration went – no money, no parts, and no 
restoration. 
  812 is sitting in our yard waiting, waiting. The drum on top is to try 
to keep the boiler dry. The stripped down parts are in a container in 
the yard. 
  As 812 is not a going concern, we searched around and found 935 
at the Rosewood rail museum. It was not in good condition 
superficially, having been out in the weather since retirement, but 
the boiler was renewed shortly before retirement and seemed to be 
OK which was the main attraction. The boiler is now being restored 
in between more urgent work. All the attachments - gauges, 
injectors, pipes etc. are long gone. 
  The frame of 935 is OK, no cracks or welds, and will be used for 
the restoration of another steam engine. The engines are all C17s. 
812 is an early version built in the 1920s with 935 and 971 being 
later models from the 1950s. 
  About this time, the Mary Valley Historical Railway, the Gympie 
Rattler, was having financial difficulties and wanted to offload some 
of their rolling stock. C17 802, another early version, was offered to 
SDSR and after some negotiations SDSR “bought” it. SDSR had 
no cash so after financial arrangements SDSR will buy it off me 
when they can. So I am the owner of a steam engine and tender.  
  All the bits are there but the boiler is shot and 802’s frame has 
been welded, probably from an accident, so the frame and boiler of 
935 will be used with all the bits from 802 and maybe some from 
812. 
  Not content with full size trains, I am also helping to build an HO scale railway based in 
Wallangarra. Why Wallangarra you ask? I can run Qld trains and the others can run NSW or 
any standard gauge they want. We only just started when the lockdown came with some of the 
baseboards built but we will soon be on track again. 
  That is what I have been up to. Now it is time to think about those odd jobs again, not actually 
to do them just think about doing them! 
 

 
 

SDSR, (Southern Downs Steam Railway) website: https://downsexplorer.org.au/       Used with permission 

https://downsexplorer.org.au/
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Mt Gravatt Men’s Shed invites other Men’s Shed members to join us 

on the boat trip to St Helena Island on Thursday October 15. 

 

The starting point is NOT Brett's Wharf but will be from the CITYCAT Wharf at Northshore 

where there is a large free carpark. 

Payment of the full fare of $70.00 per passenger has to be paid to the Mt Gravatt Men’s 

Shed four days before departure. Payment of $35.00 per passenger is needed by 03 

August. All Men’s Shed members + wife/friend are welcome to come on the trip. 

Queensland Men’s Shed Association has mentioned the cruise to its members and we 

have received bookings from three couples from three Sheds to date. We shall welcome 

them on the trip.  
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           De Ingish languge as she is writed & spoked: 
 

Homographs are words of like spelling but with more than one meaning.  
A homograph that is also pronounced differently is a heteronym.     
You think English is easy??     
I think a retired English teacher was bored... 

     
1) The bandage was wound around the wound. 
2) The farm was used to produce produce. 
3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.     
4) We must polish the Polish furniture.. 
5) He could lead if he would get the lead out. 
6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.. 
7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present the present.    
8) A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum. 
9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes. 
10) I did not object to the object.    
11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid. 
12) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row. 
13) They were too close to the door to close it. 
14) The buck does funny things when the does are present.      
15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line. 
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow. 
17) The wind was too strong to wind the sail. 
18) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.. 
19) I had to subject the subject to a series of tests. 
20) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?     
 

Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; 
neither apple nor pine in pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in 
France . Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which aren't sweet, are meat. We take 
English for granted. But if we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, 
boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. 
 

And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham?  
If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth, beeth? One goose, 2 geese. So one 
moose, 2 meese? One index, 2 indices? Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not 
one amend? If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one of them, what do you 
call it? 
 

If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a 
humanitarian eat? Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum 
for the verbally insane. In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital? Ship by 
truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet that smell? 
   

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are 
opposites? You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can burn 
up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it out and in which, an alarm goes off by 
going on. 
 

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of the human race, 
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which, of course, is not a race at all. That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but 
when the lights are out, they are invisible. 
 

PS. - Why doesn't 'Buick' rhyme with 'quick'? 
 

You lovers of the English language might enjoy this. 
 

There is a two-letter word that perhaps has more meanings than any other two-letter word, 
and that is  'UP.'    
It's easy to understand  UP   ,  meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 

awaken in the morning, why do we wake  UP   ?     
At a meeting, why does a topic come  UP   ? 
Why do we speak  UP  and why are the officers  UP  for election and why is it  UP  to the 
secretary to write       UP  a report? 
We call  UP  our friends. 
And we use it to brighten  UP  a room, polish  UP  the silver; we warm  UP  the leftovers and 
clean   UP  the kitchen.     
We lock  UP  the house and some guys fix  UP  the old car.     
At other times the little word has real special meaning. 
People stir  UP  trouble, line  UP  for tickets, work  UP  an appetite, and think  UP       excuses. 
To be dressed is one thing, but to be dressed  UP       is special   .    
A drain must be opened  UP  because it is stopped  UP   .     
We open  UP  a store in the morning but we close it  UP  at night. 
We seem to be pretty mixed  UP  about  UP   !    

To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of  UP   ,  look the word  UP  in the dictionary. 
In a desk-sized dictionary, it takes  UP  almost 1/4th of the page and can add  UP  to about thirty 
definitions. 
If you are  UP  to it, you might try building  UP  a list of the many ways  UP  is used. 
It will take  UP  a lot of your time, but if you don't give  UP   ,  you may wind  UP  with a hundred or 
more.     
When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding  UP   .     
When the sun comes out we say it is clearing  UP   .    
When it rains, it wets the earth and often messes things  UP   .    
When it doesn't rain for awhile, things dry  UP   . 
One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP   ,    

for now my time is  UP   , 
so.......it is time to shut  UP   !    
Now it's  UP  to you what you do with this email 

 

 

  

Editor: I feel perfectly safe until my wife finds 

what I have been UP too or not UP too! LOL! 

        

Do you 

remember 

when? 
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PROFILE-BURDEKIN MEN’S SHED ASSOCIATION INC. 
 

On the 9th November 2010, members of local Government, State health agencies, Community Organisations 
/Service Clubs and Community members met at an Ayr public meeting to investigate the need and benefits of a 
Men’s Shed in the Burdekin region. The Men’s Shed concept of addressing men’s health issues was discussed 
and the public members present identified that there was a Community need for the establishment of a Men’s 
Shed to address Men’s Health Issues within the Burdekin Community. A Men’s Shed Steering Committee was 
formed consisting of 13 Community members who met each month for 10 months and planned the formation of 
the Men’s Shed. On 28th May 2011 a public meeting of males interested in the formation of a Men’s Shed was 
held at Bevan List’s Shed and chaired by Steering Committee member Charles Ford. At this meeting attended by 
39 men a motion was passed to officially form the Burdekin Men’s Shed Association Inc.  
 
The Burdekin Men’s Shed Association Inc.(BMSA) held its inaugural meeting on18th June 2011.The BMSA 
steering committee wound up its operation on 17th August 2011. A seven member shed Management Committee 
was elected. The Management Committee made an application for a Burdekin Shire Council lease on the vacant 
scout buildings which had been left derelict for the past 10 years. Foundation President Charles Ford was given 
the keys of the buildings on 1st December 2011. 

 
The Burdekin Men’s Shed Association Inc. (BMSA) is a not-for-profit Incorporated Association No IA39344. The 
Association operates from 5 Burdekin Shire Council leased sheds at 155-157 Young Street Ayr. The Men’s 
Sheds were officially opened on 17th November 2012.The BMSA provides a safe and friendly environment where 
men of all ages can meet and have a chat and a cuppa, make new friends, share and learn new skills, contribute 
again to the Community and avail themselves to men’s health information and the community health resources 
available. 
 
BMSA addresses any issues of isolation, loneliness and depression. The BMSA is registered with The Australian 
Men’s Shed Association Inc. (AMSA) No 100528 and the Queensland Men’s Shed Association, has an Australian 
Business Number 41927352950, is endorsed as a Health Promotion Charity, has Income Tax exemption and 
Deductible Gift Recipient status. 
 
The BMSA is not auspiced by any other organisation and therefore is responsible for all expenditure similar to a 
small business. The BMSA welcomes any donations or sponsorships from individuals, families and companies 
who wish to support us in our vision of “addressing the issues of men’s health, (physical, emotional, and social 
well-being) within the Burdekin Community.” 
 

BMSA is now managed by a 9 person Management Committee which meets monthly. Ordinary membership is 
open to any male aged 18 and over. The new membership fee is $10.00 and the annual membership is $40.00 
per year. The monthly general meetings are conducted the third Saturday of each month commencing @ 1.30pm 
and meet and greet sessions and working bees are held every Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
8.00am-11.30am. Skills workshops and special social events will be added to the program subject to the 
member’s demand. The BMSA members regularly visit other Men’s Sheds in Ingham, Charters Towers, 
Townsville, Magnetic Island and Bowen. 
 

When men retire or go through some major upheaval in their lives, they often feel alone. They need someone to 

be with, to talk to, someone who understands what they are thinking and feeling. That person may be another 

man. The Burdekin Men’s Shed Association Inc. exists to fulfil that need. You can be assured of a very warm 

welcome from our members when you visit the Men’s Shed. 
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A Big Hello again from all at our Shed. 

 We have been battling along during the lock down with 5 or less keeping up with the farm side of 
things, maintaining gardens, tending fruit trees, harvesting Rosellas and keeping the watering going. With 
the demise of Bunnings Sussage Sizzles our income was reduced significantly but patronage of our road 
side stall has picked up with any produce that Leo and his helpers can grow. With the reduction in sales of 
Rosella fruit, mainly due to Restaurants being curtailed, some of our members turned their hands to making 
Rosella Jam for sale on the stall. This turned out to be a big hit with the public and provided add on value to 
our coffers. All sorts of Jams and Marmalades have been added to the shelves with similar results. 
 Earlier in the year the contractors finished our new Kitchen, Toilet and Disabled Bathroom Block 
built with aid of a Federal Government Grant.  

 
 With restricted numbers we could not 
have it opened till we could have more 
than 50 people in attendance. This was 
finally available on the 29th July. At left 
we have Secretary Barry Dover, President 
Ron Baumann and Federal Member for 
Fairfax Mr Ted O`Brien at the door to the 
Kitchen. 
 
 
 

 As reported in December 
last year the Council completed 
concreting our driveway. When 
completed they decided they 
would also have to concrete a 
turning apron in front of the shed 
for tractors and cars and the like. 
This they have done but have left 
it up to us to seal and mark out 
the parking area. We have finally 
sorted out grant money to provide 
us with the means to do this much 
needed job. All going well it is 
planned to be finished by the end 
of August. But as an Irish Man 
once told me "You can make all 
the plans in the world you like, as 
long as you don`t plan on their 
outcome"  
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 Also put on hold have been our two schools mentoring programs. We have been told the children 
are missing our evolvement. .  

 
 
 Another project that we 
have been waiting to be 
achieved has been the repairs to 
a very leaky roof over our Metal 
working shed and associated 
container. As the area was part 
of the original strawberry farm 
packing shed we inherited a 
problem. It has been two years 
in the making but we eventually 
came up with a method and a 
grant to cover the whole area 
with a new roof. 
 At left can be seen the 
Contractors fixing the new 
battens before the insulation and 
new sheeting. 
 We now have a Metal 
shed and storage container that 
are dry and safe for working and 
storage. 
 Hopefully we can keep 
our shed evolving and look  

 
forward to seeing our numbers grow and increase our good fellowship among Sunshine Valley menfolk. 
Regards to all Dave Brigg SVMS. 
 
 

 

  

    

     

   

Swiss Tec Double Drum Sander 

Supermax 25×2 ES Dual Drum Sander                                                                        

GREGORY MACHINERY local dealer       New price: $5950 

The Supermax 25×2 ES Dual Drum Sander has all the exceptional features of our other 

drum sanders but adds an exclusive Edge Sanding Technology, making it easy to sand 

edges of panels and doors! 

 Closed stand with internal storage 

 Twin sanding drums with abrasive strips 

 Heavy-duty poly conveyor belt  
 Extension table for edge sanding 

 An infinitely variable rate of feed  

 

 

Mt Gravatt Men’s Shed has this machine as 

surplus to its needs & for possible purchase by 

another Shed. The Sander is in very good 

condition. If interested please ring (07) 3343 

2216 for POA. Ask to speak with the Lloyd A or 

Tony G. 
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Construction of Rocky’s new Men’s Shed progressing 

Construction of Rocky’s new Men’s Shed progressing   

Rockhampton Morning Bulletin  12th Aug 2020  

https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/construction-of-rockys-new-mens-shed-progressing/4076947/   

 

 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: Marion 

Lawler (left) chats with the 

construction workers and keeps a 

close eye on the construction 

progress for the new Rockhampton 

Men’s Shed complex at 

CQUniversity. 

 

 

 

The excitement is palpable out at CQUniversity where construction of Rockhampton's 

long awaited new Men's Shed complex is starting to take shape. 

Australia's Men's Sheds are a comfortable environment designed to combat social isolation where both 
men and women can interact, talk and be provided with health messages. 

After growing too big for their humble shed, Rockhampton's Mens Shed members, led by chair Jim Lawler 
and secretary, his wife Marion, embarked on years of dreaming, planning, fundraising and lobbying local 
politicians to build a new shed complex. 

  

 

 

DEDICATED LEADERS: Rockhampton Men's Shed chairman Jim Lawler, 

secretary/ treasurer Marion Lawler 

>> READ: Rocky Men's Shed: Giving people like Paul a reason to 
live 

>> READ: Construction begins: Rocky's men's shed is a goer 

>> READ: Meet Rockhampton Men's Shed's new life member 

Their hard work culminated in January when early works kicked off. 

 
 

https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/construction-of-rockys-new-mens-shed-progressing/4076947/
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/rocky-mens-shed-giving-people-like-paul-a-reason-t/3817664/
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/topic/rockhampton-men%27s-shed/
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/rockhampton-mens-sheds-new-life-member/3903819/
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/strong-community-support-for-rockhampton-mens-shed/3229836/#/0
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/strong-community-support-for-rockhampton-mens-shed/3229836/#/0
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/rocky-mens-shed-giving-people-like-paul-a-reason-t/3817664/
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/rocky-mens-shed-giving-people-like-paul-a-reason-t/3817664/
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/construction-begins-rockys-mens-shed-is-a-goer/3917691/
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/rockhampton-mens-sheds-new-life-member/3903819/
https://www.themorningbulletin.com.au/news/construction-begins-rockys-mens-shed-is-a-goer/3917691/
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In recent months, construction has gathered momentum with plumbing, forming up and the pouring of the 
slab taking place. 

 

SHED UPDATE: Plumbing laid in August. 

The Lawlers have been doing their best to 
inform the community and their members about 
the construction progress, taking plenty of 
photographs and uploading them to their blog. 

In July, Mr Lawler said Kel Evens' crew got 
stuck in to do stage one of the plumbing works 
"connecting shed 1 and shed 2 to the plumbing 
water and sewerage lines on the site". 

"The RRC have approved the total plans on the site so we can proceed when we get the funding," he said. 

 

SHED UPDATE: Forming up for the Men's 

Shed Complex on a misty morning at 

CQUniversity. 

"Our main concern is the second stage, to 
connect the water, sewer and power to the 
site. We have done all the plumbing on the site 
but as always there is always something else 
to fund," Mr Lawler said. 

"We had a grant application in 
with Volunteers Queensland but fell short but have been asked to resubmit for Round 2 so we have not 
given up on them yet. 

"We are looking for $40,000 for the sewer and water so if anyone has a rich relative please have a talk with 
them." 

In early August, images were captured showing SNB Concreting on site to forming up the first two buildings 
of the Rockhampton Men's Shed Community Precinct. 

 

SHED UPDATE: Completed forming up for 

Rocky’s Men's Shed Complex. 

Mr Lawler was very proud to show off the 
completed formwork, saying for the first 
and second sheds, the concrete would be 
poured on August 10 and August 12. 

Some of the shed's members were all smiles 
when they turned out to oversee the 
pouring of the slabs. 
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CONSTRUCTION OVERSIGHT: 

Shed regular Paul Percival (left) 

joined other Men’s Shed members 

to see the shed’s concrete slabs 

poured. 

  

More progress updates are expected 
over the coming months. 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: Laying the slabs. 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: 

Smoothing the slab. 
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